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The Maleny Garden Club extends a warm invitation to all members and visitors to attend the monthly general meetings held on the last

Tuesday of each month, as per program for the year.

A note from Marnie,

['m sure we are happy to see the sunshine
today after a week of wet weather. Back
into the garden.

Having said that, what a wonderful
two days of good weather for our GOE.

Thanks to everyone in the Club, the
event went without a hitch, a well oiled
machine, as they say.

We are now in a situation where
exhibitors are making contact with us to
show their wares in the hall, so that shows
that the event is well and truly on the
calendar for many people. A wrap up of
monies will be done at the next Executive
Meeting.

[ attended a preliminary meeting of local
Garden Clubs to put together a joint
Picnic Day, which will be a great day
out for a few local clubs to have a social
day, at this stage it is thought to be held
in the Maroochy Botanic Gardens next
year.

[ will keep you posted regarding this.
The Committee is thinking that our next
Friendship Day should take place in2017,

I mentioned this briefly at our last meeting.
[ would be grateful for any suggestions from
members regarding this event, as the time
will pass so quickly and it does take some
planning.

[ wish you pleasant days in the garden
and a very big thank you for a great team
spirit over the last few weeks,

Yours in the garden, Marnie.

Quick Quiz.

1. How much will you save on your energy
bill by lowering your heater temperature by
1°C?

2.Who won a Grammy award for her
performance of "The Rose" which she sang in
the 1979 movie of the same name?

3. Approximately how many species of roses
are there?

The Correct Way to Weigh Yourself

.h\ —

| can't believe I've been doing it wrong all these
years. WE MUST SPREAD THE WORD.
The Lion of Flanders

Throughout history there has been an affinity
between soldiers and members of the animal
kingdom. For example, some regiments have
official mascots which can often be seen on
parade on ceremonial occasions.

On the other hand some animals, having been
abandoned in war zones have attached
themselves to passing battalions in a desperate
search for food etc.

The situation was no different during the First
World War with the exception that one officer
had a lion which was allowed to wander freely
down the front-line trenches.

The officer concerned was Major General Sir
Tom Bridges, the commanding Officer of the
19th (Western) Division. Bridges was a larger-
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than-life character, highly respected and famous
amongst other things during the retreat from
Mons in August 1914 for the now legendary and
unconventional way in which he led the
remnants of the two battalions of infantry back
to the safety of the British lines. This was
achieved with the aid of his trumpeter playing
"The British Grenadier" and "Tipperary" on a tin
whistle and Bridges himself beating a tin drum
"like mad" while he marched around the
fountain in St Quentin! This rallied and
encouraged the exhausted men to join in and "
after a short exhortation" they fell in and
"moved slowly off into the night to the music of
the improvised band now reinforced with a
couple of mouth organs".

According to his autobiography (Alarms and
Excursions) (Longmans, Green & Co., 1938),
Bridges was on a period of leave in Paris during
the spring of 1916 enjoying lunch with a fellow
officer, Captain Arthur E. Capel, when he
detected "something strange in the garden".
This proved to be none other than a lion cub,
apparently won in a Red Cross raffle a few days
earlier. Capel offered him the animal which he
accepted, taking it away in a champagne
hamper in the car and thereby acquiring "a new
recruit for the Division".

The cub was given the name Poilu who "soon
made himself at home, for he was an amiable
beast, never showing temper" and he stayed
with Bridges "running loose" until September
1917 when the General was wounded. Poilu
"helped to amuse the men" and the legend
grew that he was being trained to go over the
top as soon as he was big enough.............

Bridges' headquarters were in dugouts on
Scherpenberg Hill, a prominent position which
afforded excellent views over the war zone.
Here, distinguished visitors would frequently call
to view the troop movements and learn about
the situation generally. On one such occasion
Prime Minister Herbert H. Asquith was making
his way to the hilltop when he came face to face
with Poilu. The Premier's shocked reaction is
reputed to have been followed with the words "I
may be wrong but did | see a lion in the path?"

When Bridges was wounded the lion cub was
despatched to England in the charge of an aide-
de-camp. Unfortunately, on board ship Poilu
broke out of his crate during the rough passage
and "took command of the vessel" until finally it
was enticed into a first class cabin.

The lion spent his final days in a private zoo
near Maidenhead. According to Bridges, he
lived to be "benign and mellow" and "always the
perfect gentleman", eventually dying at the age
of 19. Graham Bebbington, Evergreen,

Winter 2014
While 2015 is the 100yr anniversary of Gallipoli, |
took the liberty of including this article which didn't
take place in Gallipoli but in the European
campaign. | thought the read may interest some
of you. The Editor

Maleny Garden Club Mystery Tour

Anticipation was high as 34 members

gathered at the Maleny Show Grounds.
The first stop was the Nambour Community
Gardens. Further up the Bruce Highway we
went West on the Eumundi-Kenilworth
Road, then South on Belli Creek Road,
marvelling at how high the flood waters
from Cyclone Marcia had risen, shown by
the debris on the fence lines. Nancy then
revealed that we were headed to Frank and
Judy Jasinski’s Lost Garden which is on the
Open Gardens agenda for the public the
following weekend 7 & 8 March.

We were taken on an interesting walk to
the homestead, past a lake with waterlilies
and ducks, peacocks with baby peacocks
wandering around the garden. Lovely
setting for the homestead on the hill with
most of the gardens below the house. Lots
of interesting garden plants, some for sale,
interesting  outdoor ground  baskets
supported by 3 interlocking timber slats.
Everyone enjoyed the delightful morning
tea.

The next stop of our mystery trip was the
Mary Valley Orchard at Amamoor with
11,000 persimmon trees!! Many of us
remember the persimmon tree Grandma
had in the garden. If you didn’t eat them
when they were very, very ripe you ended
up with the most tarty taste in your mouth.
Many of us never ate a persimmon again.

However we were in for a pleasant
surprise. Sitting under a big tree, eating our
lunch, Heinz Gruber, one of the owners,
began to tell us about how he does things
around his orchard.

The persimmons the family grow are
known as the Jirra variety. We were all able



to sample this and most agreed that it was
very nice.
Here are some of his suggestions:

Fruit Fly Mix - 20L water, 450ml ammonia,
10 cups sugar, 50ml vanilla. Cut holes in a
bottle (eg fruit juice), fill the bottom with
this mixture and hang in the trees. Once a
year he also hangs a Fruit Fly Amulet in the
trees.

Use Canola Oil as a wetting agent. Use
200ml to a carbon source eg. Molasses, Uric
Acid, Fish Emulsion.

Peppering:- Animal that may be giving you
trouble. Cook to ash. Put a small amount in
a small glass bottle and hang around the
perimeter of your yard or orchard.

Another one of his theories is weeds come
up for a reason, something is missing in the
soil. Cut them off, dig them in. Cobblers
Pegs - keep cutting them down and they
will eventually disappear.

Use Apple Cider Vinegar with Weed Killer.
Use Boron for trees. He uses Active Fett
SOIL LIFE, but is available only in 20L
containers.

We then went for a walk around the
packing shed. He has a special slasher that
slashes around the trees, so that only a small
amount of mulch is distributed near the
trees. Saw all the packing machines, and
their boxes to sell the fruit.

Finally we went for a walk to the orchard
where he keeps the trees to a manageable
height and prunes heavily. Fruit will be
ready for picking in the next couple of
weeks. All the trees are netted.

After a very enjoyable couple of hours at
this orchard we again boarded the bus for
the trip home through Kenilworth where we
stopped for some lovely ice creams. Several
stocked up on cheeses and other
commodities.

Now it was time to calculate how many
kms we had travelled for the day. It was
very close but in the end Lee Moles was the
closest to the 237kms travelled.

We arrived home very tired but very
happy and thankful to Nancy and our bus
driver Andrew. Margaret Trigger

Pumpkin & Sage Savoury (on Rice Base)
(GF) (Low Fat)

Grease and line a deep baking (or lamington)
tray. Oven bake large diced pumpkin 500 grams
(no skin). Use pre-cooked leftover basmati or
jasmine rice + salt. Heat frying pan with 20 ml
olive oil, finely chopped 1/2 red onion and add 1
teaspoon cumin seeds to frypan. Stir until
glassy. Add 1 tablespoon brown sugar.

Mix with cooled rice and 1 beaten eggin
frying pan. Pour into baking tray.

Bake at 180 degrees for 20 minutes or until
bound and firm. Remove tray. Add layer of
cooked pumpkin and press in to fit tray.

Pour over 6-8 beaten eggs and chopped fresh
herbs of your choice (sage, thyme, chives) with
200 ml UHT cream.

Sprinkle with pepitas/sun flower seeds.
Bake until firm and browned on top.

Julie
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ON TURNING 70
'I still chase women, but only downhill."

ON TURNING 80
'That's the time of your life when even your
birthday suit needs pressing.'

ON TURNING 90
'You know you're getting old when the
candles cost more than the cake.'

ON TURNING 100
'l don't feel old. In fact, | don't feel anything
until noon. Then it's time for my nap.'



Herb File.
Parsley

If you have room for one herb in either full
shade or semi shade, | would make parsley my
first choice.

Rich in vitamins A, B, B2,B3, C and E as well
as iron, calcium, phosphorous, iodine,
potassium and magnesium. There is a good
reason for my choice. Herbalists use it as an
aid for digestion, for the treatment of arthritis
and as a general tonic.

The folklore associated with parsley could
keep you entertained for hours.

Seedlings of both flat and curly varieties are
readily available to grow in rich, well drained
soil, even between rocks. Always pick from
the outside and remove the stems at the
base. If storing, remove leaves, wash and dry,
wrap in a couple of tissues, place in a
container and refrigerate. Parsley and mint
will store for 3-4 days this way.

Allow plants to flower, the bees will find
them and when the flowers are set and dried,
either allow the seeds to fall to the ground or
take them to another location in the garden.
Cover very lightly with mulch and keep moist,
not wet. The seeds take quite a long time to
germinate. Thin the plants out when above
the soil.

Next time you make tabouli, soak the
cracked wheat in lime juice for a couple of
hours. For the accompanying dressing use
lime juice and macadamia oil then add the
tomato, mint, spring onions and parsley just

before serving. Pat Powell
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Wild Words from Wild Women

‘| spent seven hours in a beauty shop_and

that was just for the estimate.”
__ Phyllis Diller, famously frazzled comedian.

We had a lot in common. | loved him and

he loved him.
Shelley Winters, histrionic type.
DODIIIIIDIIIIIDIIIIIDD_ IIDDOOIIIIIIIIIIIDD.

For Garden Lovers

A garden is a lovesome thing,, God wot!

Rose plot, Fringed pool, Ferned grot_ -.
The veriest school of peace: and yet the fool

Contends that God is not -
Not God! In gardens! When the eve is cool?
Nay, but I have a sign;
'Tis very sure God walks in mine.
7. E. Brown, "My Garden”, 1893

"When (the Paeony) finally drops from the vase, it
sheds its vast petticoats with a bump on the table,
all in an intact heap, much as a rose will suddenly
fall, making us look up from our book or
conversation, to notice for one moment the death

of what had appeared to be a living beauty". Vita
Sackville - West, Vita Sackville - West's Garden Book
1968.

"The richness I achieve comes from Nature, the
source of my inspiration"

Claude Monet, twentieth century.
Eileen Campbell, extracts from The Joy of Gardening,
Hodder &Stoughton, London, 2007

Quiz Answers

1.1ts 10%

2. Bette Midler.

3. There are more than 100.
Better Homes and Garden April 2010

tditor's note.

Thank yow very nmuich to-the following
members who- contributed to-this edition
of Snippety - yowr contributions are
always gratefully received.

Pat Powell; Margowet Trigger, Julie?
and Mawrnie Trass.

Please don't forget me should yow travel,
or if yow howe auv interesting awticle; we
would love to- heaw from yow.

The Club’s Objectives are:

— To further knowledge and enjoyment of
horticulture.

— To raise awareness in the club and community of
local environment and to encourage planting of
local indigenous species.

— To enjoy social interaction between members of
this and similar clubs.

All contributions to: Margaret Owens

email: margaret.owens@bigpond.com

Disclaimer Atrticles contributed to this newsletter are
published as a service to members and do not necessarily

reflect the opinion or policy of the club..



